MARLBOROUGH
not be clapped up for nothing, or else there will be no living in
quiet for anybody but insolent Dutch and sneaking mercenary
Englishmen.
In a further letter :
. . . And there is no misery I cannot readily resolve to suffer,
rather than the thought of parting from you. And I do swear
I would rather be torn to pieces than alter this my resolution.
And again:
My dear Mrs Freeman was in so dismal a way when she went
from hence, that I cannot forbear asking how she does, and if
she has yet any hopes of Lord Marlborough's being soon at
liberty. For God's sake have a care of your dear self, and give as
little way to melancholy thoughts as you can. ... I fancy
asses' milk would do you good, and that is what you might take
morning or afternoon, as it is most convenient. ... I will not
fail of being with my dear Mrs Freeman about five or six o'clock
unless you are to go to the Tower.
With a view no doubt to helping her friends, Anne also
wrote the Queen a respectful letter :
SYON
May 20
I have now, God be thanked, recovered my strength well
enough to go abroad. And though my duty and inclination
would both lead me to wait upon your Majesty as soon as I am
able to do it, yet I have of late had the misfortune of being so
much under your Majesty's displeasure as to apprehend there
may be hard constructions made upon anything I either do or not
do with the most respectful intentions. And I am now in doubt
whether the same arguments, that have prevailed with your
Majesty to forbid people from showing their usual respects to me,
may not be carried so much farther as not to permit me to pay my
duty -to you. That, I acknowledge, would be a great increase of
affliction to me, and nothing but your Majesty's own command
shall ever willingly make me submit to it. For whatever reason
I may think in my own mind I have to complain of being hardly
used, yet I will strive to hide it as much as possible. And
though I will not pretend to live at the Cockpit, unless you would
be so kind as to make it easy to me, yet wherever I am, I will
endeavour always to give the constant marks of duty and respect,
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